The Book Of Repentance

49. The Book Of
Repentance

Chapter 1. Exhortation To
Repent And Rejoicing Therein

[6952] 1 - (2675) It was
narrated from Abl Hurairah that
the Messenger of Alldh £ said:
“Allah, Glorified and Exalted is
He, said: ‘I am as My slave thinks
I am, and I am with Him when
he remembers Me.” By Alléh,
Alldh rejoices more over the
repentance of His slave than one
of you when he finds his stray
camel in the wilderness. ‘If he
draws near to Me a handspan, 1
draw near to him an forearm’s
length, and if he draws near to
Me an forearm’s length, I draw
near to him a an arm’s length,
and if he comes to Me walking, 1
go to him at speed.”

[6953] 2 - (..) It was narrated
that Abd Hurairah said: “The
Messenger of Alldh & said: ‘Alldh
rejoices more over the repentance
of one of you, than one of you
(rejoices) over his stray camel
when he finds it.””
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The Book Of Repentance

[6954] (...) A similar report (as
Hadith no. 6953) was narrated
from Abu Hurairah, from the
Prophet .

[6955] 3 - (2744) 1t was
narrated that Al-Harith bin
Suwaid said: “I entered upon
‘Abdullah to visit him when he
was sick, and he told us two
Ahadith: A Hadith from himself
and a Hadith from the Messenger
of Allih #£. “He said: “I heard
the Messenger of Alldh #z say:
‘Verily, Allah rejoices more over
the repentance of His believing
slave than a man in a desolate
land who has his mount with him,
on which is his food and drink,
and he goes to sleep and awakens
to find that it has disappeared.
He looks for it until thirst
overtakes him, then he says: ‘I
will go back to the place where I
was, and sleep until I die.” He
lays his head on his forearm,
waiting for death, then he wakes
up and there is his mount, with
his provisions, and food and
drink on it. Alldh rejoices more
over the repentance of His
believing slave than this man
rejoices over his mount and his
provisions.””
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The Book Of Repentance

[6956] (...) It was narrated from
Al-A‘mash with this chain of
narrators (a Hadith similar to no.
6955). And he said: “..than a
man in a desolate land.”

[6957] 4 - (..) Al-Harith bin
Suwaid said: “Abdullah told me two
Ahadith: One from the Messenger
of Alldh g and the other from
himself.” He said: “The Messenger
of Allah #& said: ‘Allah rejoices
more over the repentance of His
believing slave..’” a Hadith like
that of Jarir (no. 6955).

[6958] 5 - (2745) It was
narrated that Simak said: “An-
Nu‘man bin Bashir delivered a
Khutbah and said: ‘Verily, Alldh
rejoices more over the repentance
of His slave than a man who loads
his provisions on his camel then
travels until he is in the wilderness,
then the time for a nap comes, so he
dismounts and takes a nap beneath
a tree, but sleep overwhelms him,
and his camel runs away. Then he
wakes up and climbs a hill but he
does not see anything. Then he
climbs a second hill but he does not
see anything. Then he climbs a third
hill but he does not see anything, so
he goes back to the place where he
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The Book Of Repentance

took his nap, and while he is sitting
there, his camel comes walking and
places its reins in his hand. Alldh
rejoices more over the repentance
of His slave than this man when he
finds his camel as it had left him.”

Simak said: “Ash-Sha‘bi said
that An-Nu‘man attributed this
Hadith to the Prophet &, but I
did not hear that.”

[6959] 6 - (2746) It was
narrated that Al-Bard’ bin ‘Azib
said: “The Messenger of Allah &
said: ‘What do you say about the
joy of a man whose mount has
run away from him, dragging its
reins in the waterless desert in
which there is no food or drink,
and his food and drink are on it
(the camel). He looks for it until
he becomes exhausted, then it
passes by the trunk of a tree and
its reins get caught on it, and he
finds it caught there? We said:
‘(His joy would be) great, O
Messenger of Allah.” The
Messenger of Allah ¢ said: ‘By
Allah, Allah rejoices more over
the repentance of His slave than
this man over his mount.””

Ja‘far said: “Ubaidullah bin Iyad
narrated from his father.”

[6960] 7- (2747) Anas bin Malik
narrated that the Messenger of
Allah £ said: “Allah rejoices
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The Book Of Repentance

more over the repentance of His
slave when he repents to Him than
one of you who was on his mount
in the wilderness, then he lost it,
and his food and drink are on it,
and he despairs of finding it. He
goes to a tree and lies down in its
shade, having lost hope of finding
his mount, and while he is like
that, there it is standing in front of
him, so he takes hold of its reins
and says — because of his intense
joy: ‘O Alldh, You are my slave
and I am your lord,” making this
mistake because of his intense

joy'559

[6961] 8 - (...) It was narrated
from Anas bin Mailik that the
Messenger of Alldh & said:
“Allah rejoices more over the
repentance of His slave than one
of you if he wakes up and finds
his camel which he had lost in
the wilderness.”

[6962] (...) Anas narrated a
similar report (as Hadith no. 6961)
from the Prophet .
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The Book Of Repentance

Chapter 2. Sins Are Erased By
Praying For Forgiveness And
Repenting

[6963] 9 - (2748) It was
narrated that Abli Ayylb said,
when he was dying: “I have
concealed from you something
that I heard from the Messenger
of Allah #&. I heard the Messenger
of Allah # say: ‘If you did not
commit sin, Alldh would create
people who would commit sin, and
He would forgive them.””

[6964] 10 - (...) It was narrated
from AblG Ayylb Al-Ansari that
the Messenger of Allah & said:
“If you did not commit any sins
for which Allah would forgive
you, Allah would create a people
who will have sins and he would
forgive them for them.”

[6965] 11 - (2749) It was
narrated that Abd Hurairah said:
“The Messenger of Allah #£ said:
‘By the One in Whose Hand is
my soul, if you did not commit
sin, Allah would dispense with
you and create people who would
commit sins, then ask (Allah) for
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The Book Of Repentance

forgiveness, then he would forgive
them.”

Chapter 3. The Virtue Of
Constant Dhikr, Thinking Of The
Hereafter, And Remembering
That Allah Is Always Watching ;
Permissibility Of Stopping That
Sometimes, And Attending To
Worldly Matters

[6966] 12 - (2750) It was
narrated that Hanzalah Al-Usaidi —
who was one of the scribes of the
Messenger of Allah £ —said: “Abt
Bakr met me and said: ‘How are
you, O Hanzalah?’ I said: ‘Hanzalah
has become a hypocrite.” He said:
‘Subhan Allah! What are you
saying?’ I said: ‘“When we are with
the Messenger of Allah £ he
reminds us of the Fire and
Paradise, until it is as if we are
seeing them with our own eyes, but
when we depart from the
Mes«<enger of Allah &, we attend
to our wives and children and
businesses, and we forget a great
deal.” Abu Bakr said: ‘By Allah, we
experience something similar.’

“Ablt Bakr and I went and
entered upon the Messenger of
Allah &, and I said: ‘Hanzalah has
become a hypocrite, O Messenger
of Alldh.” The Messenger of Alldh
# said: ‘Why is that?’ I said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, when we are
with you, you remind us of
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The Book Of Repentance

Paradise and the Fire (until) it is
as if we are seeing them with our
own eyes, but when we depart
from you, we attend to our wives
and children and businesses, and
we forget a great deal.” The
Messenger of Allah @& said: ‘By
the One in Whose Hand is my
soul, if you continued as you are
when you are with me, and
continued to remember (Paradise
and Hell), the angels would shake
hands with you in your homes and
on the streets. But, O Hanzalah,
there is a time for this and a time
for that” (he said it) three times.

[6967] 13 - (...) It was narrated
that Hanzalah said: “We were with
the Messenger of Alldh # and he
exhorted us, and reminded us of
the Fire. Then I came home and
laughed with my children and
played with my wife. Then I went
out and met Ablt Bakr, and I
mentioned that to him. He said: ‘I
have done the same as you
mentioned.” We met the Messenger
of Alldh # and I said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, Hanzalah has
become a hypocrite.” He said:
‘Don’t speak like that.” So I told
him what we had said, and Abu
Bakr said: ‘I have done the same
as he has’ He () said: ‘O
Hanzalah, there is a time for this
and a time for that. If your hearts
were always as they are when you
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The Book Of Repentance

are remembering, the anmgels
would shake hands with you and
greet you in the streets.””

[6968] (...) It was narrated that
the scribe (of the Messenger of
Alldh #¢) Hanzalah At-Tamimi
Al-Usaidi said: “We were with
the Prophet # and we spoke of
Paradise and the Fire...” and he
mentioned a similar Hadith (as
no. 6967).

Chapter 4. The Vastness Of
Allah’s Mercy, Which Prevails
Over His Wrath

[6969] 14 - (2751) It was narrated
from Abt Hurairah that the
Prophet #& said: “When Allah
created the creation, He wrote in
His Book, which is with Him
above the Throne: ‘My mercy
prevails over My wrath.”

[6970] 15 - (...) Itwas narrated
from Abid Hurairah that the
Prophet £ said: “Allah, Glorified
and Exalted is He, said: “My
mercy precedes My wrath.”
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The Book Of Repentance

[6971] 16 - (...) It was narrated
that Aba Hurairah said: The
Messenger of Allah & said: “When
Allah had finished creation, He
ordained for Himself in His Book
which is with Him: ‘My mercy
prevails over My wrath.””

[6972] 17- (2752) Abi
Hurairah said: “I heard the
Messenger of Allah #£ say: ‘Allah
made mercy in one hundred
parts, and he kept ninety-nine
parts with Him, and He sent one
part down to earth, from which
all creatures show compassion to
one another, and animals even
lift their hooves lest they harm
their young.”

[6973] 18 - (...) It was narrated
from Abu Hurairah that the
Messenger of Allah £ said:
“Allah created one hundred
(parts) of mercy, and he placed
one part among His creation, and
kept one hundred less one with
Him.”
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The Book Of Repentance

[6974] 19 - (...) It was narrated
from Abh Hurairah that the
Prophet & said: “Allah has one
hundred (parts of) mercy, of
which He sent one part down
among jinn, humans, animals and
insects, because of which they
show compassion and kindness to
one another, and a wild animal
shows compassion to its young.
And Allah has kept back ninety-
nine parts of mercy by which He
will show mercy to His slaves on
the Day of Resurrection.”

[6975] 20 - (2753) It was
narrated that Salman Al-Farisi
said: “The Messenger of Allah s
said: ‘Allah has one hundred
(parts) of mercy, because of (one
part of) which creatures show
mercy to one another, and ninety-
nine parts are for the Day of
Resurrection.”

[6976] (...) Al-Mu‘tamir
narrated it from his father with
this chain of narrators.

[6977] 21 - (...) It was narrated
that Salman said: “The Messenger
of Allah g said: ‘On the day that
Allah created the heavens and
the earth, He created one
hundred (parts of) mercy, each of
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The Book Of Repentance

which is as great as the distance
between the heavens and the
earth, and He put one part of
that mercy on earth, because of
which a mother shows compassion
to her child and animals and birds
show compassion to one another.
When the Day of Resurrection
comes, that mercy will complete
the number (again).””

[6978] 22 - (2754) It was
narrated that ‘Umar bin Al-
Khattib said: “Some prisoners
were brought to the Messenger of
Allah £, and there was a woman
among the prisoners who was
searching for someone. When she
found a small boy among the
prisoners, she clasped him to her
and started to breastfeed him.
The Messenger of Allah & said
to us: ‘Do you think that this
woman would throw her child into
the fire?” We said: ‘No, by Allah,
she would never do that if she is
able not to” The Messenger of
Alldh #& said: ‘Allah is more
merciful towards His slaves than
this woman is towards her
child.””

[6979] 23 - (2755) It was
narrated from Aba Hurairah that
the Messenger of Alldh £ said:
“If the believer knew what there
is with Alldh of torment, no one
would hope for Paradise, and if
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The Book Of Repentance

the disbeliever knew what there
is with Allah of mercy, no one
would despair of Paradise.”

[6980] 24 - (2756) It was
narrated from Abd Hurairah that
the Messenger of Allah # said:
“A man who had never done any
good deed told to his family that
when he dies, to burn him then
scatter half (of the ashes) on the
land and half in the sea, for by
Allah, if Allah gets him, He will
punish him in a way that He has
never punished anyone else.
When the man died, they did
what he had told them. Then
Allah commanded the land to
gather together what was in it,
and He commanded the sea to
gather together what was in it,
then He said (to that man): ‘Why
did you do that?” He said: ‘Out
of fear of You, O Lord, and You
know best’ And Alldh forgave
him.”

[6981] 25 - (...) It was narrated
from Az-Zuhri, who said:
Humaid bin ‘Abdur-Rahméin
informed me from Abd Hurairah
that the Prophet £ said: “A man
transgressed against his soul.
When he was dying he told his
sons: ‘When I die, burn me then

129 gt s

#4100, 00 and e
Lo Al X G a5 (I 5 1006
i sl iny aeb Uil
Rk Rt

$LE o
O] e

_,..x,. (YVo)-Y¢ [14A:]

s

° v 0~ o o - ’:af ° 2% .5
O SR Sl Gue (e

AL Gas ES Bis 1o,
Qf:‘ :),; ¢C;}—Y\ g,; C.BLJ" ‘;;:\
JBr J6 e 4 J,05 of s

‘ ok A RS S
\31/ }LAY/ (s &l Jw\_{ VJ cJ;)
ot L8, PRSI S N I
J?'H e a3l = cosh e ol
F IR P A O [ R P

s £ ’., T PR 6. % 57 o7 -
PR N B el B N P V(WS

G R sn UGB
cag Loaas @ <6 w:i;;f
o :J@ﬁ‘gu’c;,;;;;jn;ﬁ;
125 6 cagds B 106 s G0
AR TR ‘(’.iﬂ &35
Bsd Bis (L.)-Yo [1aAv]
S T
By e g 365 G
106 s G e - Eie
sy BEISTNT g0 g 06



The Book Of Repentance

crush (my bones), then scatter
them in the wind and in the sea,
for by Allah, if Allah gets me, He
will punish me as He has never
punished anyone.” They did that
as they were told. Then Alldh
said to the land: ‘Return what
you have taken,” and he was
standing there. Then He said to
him: ‘What made you do what
you did?” He said: ‘Fear of You,
O Lord.” And Allah forgave him
because of that.””

[6982] (2619) Az-Zuhri said:
“Humaid narrated to me from
ADbl Hurairah that the Messenger
of Alldh #& said: ‘A woman
entered Hell because of a cat
which she had; she had tied it up
and did not feed it nor let it loose
to eat of the vermin of the earth,
until it died of starvation.””

[6983] 26 - (2756) It was
narrated that Abl Hurairah said: “I
heard the Messenger of Alldh i
say: ‘A man transgressed against
his soul...”” a Hadith like that of
Ma‘mar (no. 6981), up to the
words: “And Allah forgave him.”
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The Book Of Repentance

He did not mention the Hadith
about the woman and the cat.

In the Hadith of Az-Zubaidi it
says: “Allah, Glorified and Exalted
is He, said to everything that had
taken any part of him: ‘Give back
that which you have taken of him.””

[6984] 27 - (2757) Abh Sa‘eed
Al-Khudri narrated from the
Prophet #g: “Allah bestowed
wealth and children upon a man
among those whc came before
you. He said to his children: ‘Do
what I command you, or I will
make others my heirs. When I
die, burn me’” — and as far as [
know, he said — “and crush (my
bones), then scatter me in the
wind, for I have never done any
good that would please Allah,
and if Allah gets me, He will
punish me.” He took a pledge
from them, and they did that for
him. By my Lord, Alldh said:
‘What made you do that?” He
said: ‘Fear of You.” And that is
all that befell him.”

131 &gt s

-

}.:3 W J@ g;;;..; ;_5',’1 :).9

B e e S 00k a8 g
]

i & °|,J| LS J-%J‘ i"b
o,@ﬂ

IS VYR [ E Nyt IRCRR E

G Bia
i @35 (ven)-YV [14a¢]
B dl G L;,w'.H 354 :,, b

Ko bk oo
s o729 PR 4 0
&)J}J‘%L‘W

¢330 u"’ 4_:&;
14k {;e\.;j\
IV RN TACT rsu [)\5
A 5y (8 G 5l oy

J)Sfi; o L;| |> crsj.; u“f‘"’

€
4
GT /g;

wwWJ Ji L,gig,.su-
e Sl {J e ‘c’;” EREr
5 :512— ).u; @ ub s bl
| e ‘uu‘*‘»u 1 JG ‘&:.1;3
s Gocd JG 155 es 23
6 (Al 06 esdh e

LA BB W



The Book Of Repentance

[6985] 28- (...) A similar Hadith
(as no. 6984) was narrated from
Qatadah with the chain of Shu‘bah.

Chapter 5. Acceptance Of
Repentance From Sin, Even If
The Sin And Repentance
Happen Repeatedly

[6986] 29 - (2758) It was
narrated from Abd Hurairah that
in a Hadith Qudsi the Prophet &
said, quoting the Lord, the
Sublime and Majestic: “A man
committed a sin and said: ‘O
Lord, forgive me.” Alldh, Blessed
and Exalted is He, said: ‘My slave
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The Book Of Repentance

has committed a sin, but he knew
that he has a Lord Who forgives
sin, and calls people to account
for sin.” Then he sinned again
and said: ‘O Lord, forgive me.
Allah, Blessed and Exalted is He,
said: ‘My slave has committed a
sin, but he knew that he has a
Lord Who forgives sin, and calls
people to account for sin.” Then
he sinned again and said: ‘O
Lord, forgive me.” Allah, Blessed
and Exalted is He, said: ‘My slave
has committed a sin, but he knew
that he has a Lord Who forgives
sin, and calls people to account
for sin. Do what you wish, for I
have forgiven you.””

‘Abdul-A‘l4 said: “I do not know
whether he said after the third or
the fourth time: ‘Do what you
wish.””

[6987] (...) ‘Abdul-A‘la bin
Hammad An-Narsi narrated with
this chain of narrators (a Hadith
similar to no. 6986).

[6988] 30 - (...) Ishaq bin
‘Abdullah bin Abi Talhah said:
“In Al-Madinah there was a
storyteller called ‘Abdur-Rahman
bin Abi ‘Amrah. I heard him say:
‘I heard Abd Hurairah say: “A
man committed a sin...” a Hadith
like that of Hammad bin Salamah
(no. 6986), and he mentioned
three times that he committed a
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The Book Of Repentance

sin, and after the third time (he
said): “I have forgiven My slave;
let him do what he likes.”

[6989] 31 - (2759) It was
narrated from Abu Musa that the
Prophet £ said: “Aliah holds out
His Hand at night to accept the
repentance of those who have
sinned during the day, and He
holds out His Hand by day to
accept the repentance of those
whe have simned at night — until
the sun rises from its place of
setting.”

[6990] (...) Shu‘bah narrated a
similar report with this chain of
narrators.

Chapter 6. The Protective
Jealousy (Ghirah) Of Allah The
Most High, And The Prohibition
Of Immoral Behavior

[6991] 32 - (2760) It was
narrated that ‘Abdullah said: “The
Messenger of Allah £ said:
‘“There is no one to whom praise is
more dear than Alldh, Glorified
and Exalted is He, and because of
that He praised Himself. And
there is no one whose Ghirah
(protective jealousy) is greater
than Allah’s. and because of that
He forbade immoral actions, both
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The Book Of Repentance

those that are committed openly
and those that are committed in
secret.””

[6992] 33 - (...) It was narrated
that ‘Abdullah said: “The
Messenger of Allah & said:
‘There is no one whose protective
jealousy is greater than Allah’s,
and because of that He forbade
immoral actions, both those that
are committed openly and those
that are committed in secret. And
there is no one to whom praise is
more dear than Alldh, Glorified
and Exalted is He.”

[6993] 34 - (...) It was narrated
from ‘Amr bin Murrah who said:
“I heard AbG W#'il say: ‘I heard
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘d say:”” — He
said: “I said: ‘Did you hear it from
‘Abdullah?’ He said: ‘Yes, and he
attributed it to the Prophet &’ -
‘There is no one whose protective
jealousy is greater than Allah’s,
and because of that He forbade
immoral actions, both those that
are committed openly and those
that are committed in secret. And
there is no one to whom praise is
more dear than Alldh, Glorified
and Exalted is He, and because of
that He praised Himself.””

[6994] 35 - (...) It was narrated
that ‘Abdulldh bin Mas‘d said:
“The Messenger of Allah £ said:
‘There is no one to whom praise is
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The Book Of Repentance

more dear than Allah, Glorified
and Exalted is He, and because of
that He praised Himself. And
there is no one whose protective
jealousy is greater than Allah’s,
and because of that He forbade
immoral actions. And there is no
one to whom apologies (repentance)
are dearer than Allah, and because
of that He sent down the Book and
He sent the Messengers.”

[6995] 36 - (2761) It was
narrated that Abd Hurairah said:
“The Messenger of Allah #£ said:
‘Allah has a sense of protective
jealousy and the believer has a
sense of protective jealousy, too,
and the protective jealousy of
Allah is provoked when the
believer does something that is
forbidden to him.”

[6996] (2762) Asma’ bint Abi
Bakr narrated that she heard the
Messenger of Alldh & say:
“Nothing has a greater sense of
protective jealousy than Allah,
Glorified and Exalted is He.”

[6997] (2761) A report like that of
Hajjaj (no. 6995) was narrated from
Abi Hurairah from the Prophet .
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The Book Of Repentance

[6998] 37 - (2762) It was narrated
from Asma’ that the Prophet &
said: “Nothing has a greater
sense of protective jealousy than
Allah, Glorified and Exalted is
He.”

[6999] 38 - (2761) It was
narrated from Aba Hurairah that
the Messenger of Allah #¢ said:
“The believer feels protective
jealousy towards another believer,
and Allah has a greater sense of
protective jealousy.”

[7000] (...) Shu‘bah said: “I heard
Al-Ald’...” (a Hadith similar to no.
6999) with this chain of narrators.

Chapter 7. The Words Of Allih

The Most High: “Verily, The Good
Deeds Remove The Evil Deeds”

[7001] 39 - (2763) It was
narrated from ‘Abdullah bin
Mas‘ad that a man kissed a woman,
then he came to the Prophet #£ and
told him about that. Then it was
revealed: “And perform As-Saldt, at
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The Book Of Repentance 138 Lol ks

the two ends of the day and in some s r . . ¢ 3 es
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The Book Of Repentance

him strongly, then he went to the
Pro:* 2t #...” and he mentioned a
h.dith like that of Yazid and Al-
Mu‘tamir. (no. 7001, 7002)

[7004] 42 - (...) It was narrated
that ‘Abdullah said: “A man
came to the Prophet £¢ and said:
‘O Messenger of Allah, I was
intimate with a woman on the
outskirts of Al-Madinah, and I
did something with her that was
less than intercourse. Here I am,
judge me as you wish.” ‘Umar
said to him: ‘Alldh had concealed
you, why didn’t you conceal
yourself?” But the Prophet £ did
not answer. The man got up and
left, then the Prophet #£% sent a
man to call him back, and he
recited this Verse to him: “And
perform As-Salat, at the two ends
of the day and in some hours of the
night. Verily, the good deeds
remove the evil deeds (i.e. small
sins). That is a reminder (an
advice) for the mindful (those who
accept advice)”.l'! A man among
the people said: ‘O Prophet of
Allah, is it only for him?’ He said:
‘No, it is for all the people.””

[7005] 43 - (...) A Hadith like that
of Abli Al-Ahwas was narrated
from ‘Abdullah (no. 7004) from

0 Hid 11:114.

139 &gl s

2 e o @ 3 -‘:
TR SO

A G (L )-8Y [veeg]

g
v

cadde

ffs’f?/ y o0 )o‘

5o % sEL s -

DN D el G &) o
.. 5 0% . ¢

ot 06 - oong Bl - 28

I AR AN I A el

e B e |

06 & a2 eIy Kl

o\

lal 0,25 60 8 0 ) 4
el i 2e

~E< o8 98« . e o ¥ ¥
L ‘Lé,iﬂu!u)éu\.@;.fé@.a!d;b
dOJE ER b ogs ol s

O é;.;}} bl ﬁ:,i.; & '.’,».9/’
PR+t 2o o1c duz & Sy $s. 0T | %

S ESRE T o (I vo TS F FadT
% -0 -
JYS BTN N P G
it Ls g s L

€ %o ., s
S e G

s 7 [ s
3‘. ]
‘/: P - ‘

BN NEA
cadt
ARIRTR il e 345
NEHCaaY J;/» S AN
B GBAS ()-8 [veee]
i ol g das oz



The Book Of Repentance

the Prophet, and he said in his
Hadith: “Mu‘adh said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, is it only for
him or for all of us?’ He said: ‘No,
it is for all of you.””

[7006] 44 - (2764) It was
narrated that Anas said: “A man
came to the Prophet £ and said:
‘O Messenger of Allah, I have
committed a sin that may dictate a
punishment, so carry it out on me.””
He said: “The time for prayer came,
so he prayed with the Messenger of
Allah 2. When the prayer was
over he said: ‘O Messenger of
Allah, I have committed a sin that
may dictate a punishment, so
punish me according to the Book
of Allah.” He (&) said: ‘Did you
attend the prayer with us? He

said: ‘Yes.” He said: ‘You have
been forgiven.””
[7007] 45 - (2765) Abi

Umamah said: “While the
Messenger of Allah # was in the
Masjid and we were sitting with
him, a man came and said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, I have
committed a sin that may dictate
a punishment, so carry it out on
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The Book Of Repentance

me.” The Messenger of Alldh i
remained silent and he said
again: ‘O Messenger of Allah, 1
have committed a sin that may
dictate a punishment, so carry it
out on me.’ (The Messenger of
Allah #£) remained silent and he
said it a third time, and the
Igamah was called for prayer.
When the Prophet of Alldh i
left, the man followed him, and [
(Abi Umamah) also followed the
Messenger of Alldh & to see
how he would answer the man.
“The man caught up with the
Messenger of Alldh # and said:
‘O Messenger of Alldh, I have
committed a sin that may dictate a
punishment, so carry it out on
me.”” Abll Uméimah said: “The
Messenger of Allah #¢ said to him:
‘When you came out of your house,
did you perform Wudii’ and do it
well?” He said: “Yes, O Messenger
of Allah.” He said: ‘Then did you
attend the prayer with us?’ He said:
“Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” The
Messenger of Allah # said to him:
‘Then Allah has forgiven your
transgression’ — or ‘your sin.””’

Chapter 8. The Acceptance Of
The Repentance Of The One
Wheo Kills, Even If He Has
Killed A Great Deal

[7008] 46 - (2766) It was
narrated from Abl Sa‘eed Al-
Khudri that the Prophet of Alldh
& said: “Among those who came
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The Book Of Repentance

before you there was a man who
killed ninety-nine people, then he
asked who the most knowledgeable
man on earth was, and he was
directed to a monk. He went to him
and told him that he had killed
ninety-nine people; could he
repent? The monk said no, so he
killed him, thus completing one
hundred. Then he asked who the
most knowledgeable man on earth
was, and he was directed to a man
of knowledge, and said that he had
killed one hundred people; could
he repent? He said: ‘Yes, who
could stand between him and
repentance? Go to such and such a
land, for therein there are people
who worship Allah, so go and
worship Allah with them, and do
not go back to your own land for it
is a bad land.” So he set out, then
when he was halfway there, death
came upon him. The Angels of
mercy and the Angels of torment
disputed over him. The Angels of
mercy said: ‘He came repenting and
turning whole-heartedly towards
Allah.” The Angels of torment said:
‘He never did anything good.” Then
an angel in the form of a man came
to them and they appointed him (to
decide) between them. He said:
‘Measure the distance between the
two lands, and whichever is closer,
that is where he belongs.” So they
measured it and they found that he
was closer to the land that he was
heading for, so the Angels of mercy
took him.”
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The Book Of Repentance

Qatadah said: “Al-Hasan said:
‘We were told that when death
came to him, he leaned forward
(towards the land he was heading
for).”

[7009] 47 - (...) It was narrated
from Abid Sa‘eed Al-Khudri from
the Prophet #£: “A man killed
ninety-nine people, then he
started asking whether he could
repent. He came to a monk and
asked him, and he said: ‘You
cannot repent,” so he killed the
monk. Then he started asking,
then he left that town for another
town where there were righteous
people. When he was part-way
there, death overtook him, and
he died when he was leaning
forward. The Angels of mercy
and the Angels of torment
disputed over him, but he was
closer to the righteous town by a
handspan, so he was counted as
one of its people.”

[7010] 48 - (..) A Hadith like
that of Mu‘ddh bin Mu‘adh (no.
7009) was narrated from Qatadah
with this chain of narrators, and
he added: “Allah ordered to (one
land) to move away, and to (the
other land) to come closer.”
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The Book Of Repentance

Chapter... The Vastness Of
Allal’s Mercy Towards The
Believers, And Every Muslim
Will Be Ransomed By A
Disbeliever From The Fire
[7011] 49 - (2767) It was
narrated that Abli Misa said: “The
Messenger of Allah # said: “‘When
the Day of Resurrection comes,
Allah, Glorified and Exalted is He,
will give every Muslim a Jew or a
Christian, and He will say: “This is
your ransom from the Fire.”

[7012] 50 - (...) ‘Awn and
Sa‘eed bin Abi Burdah narrated
that they witnessed AbG Burdah
narrating to ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul-
‘Aziz from his father that the
Prophet # said: “No Muslim
man dies but Alldh causes a Jew
or a Christian to enter the Fire in
his stead.” ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul-
‘Aziz asked him to swear by
Allah, besides Whom none has
the right to be worshipped, three
times, that his father narrated
that to him from the Prophet %,
and he swore to him. Sa‘eed did
not tell me that he asked him to
swear, but he did not object to
what ‘Awn said.

[7013] (...) Qatidah narrated a
Hadith like that of ‘Affan (no.
7012), with this chain of narrators,
and he said: “Awn bin ‘Utbah.”
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The Book Of Repentance

[7014] 51 - (...) It was narrated
from Abu Burdah from his father
that the Prophet £ said: “On the
Day of Resurrection some Muslim
people will come with sins like
mountains, but Alldh will forgive
them and will place them (the sins)
on the Jews and the Christians” as
far as I reckon.

Abl Rawh said: “I do not know
who is the one who was uncertain.”
Abill Burdah said: “I narrated
that to ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul-‘Aziz
and he said: ‘Did your father
narrate that to you from the
Messenger of Allah #£?° I said:
‘Yes.””

[7015] 52 - (2768) It was
narrated that Safwan bin Mubhriz
said: “A man said to Ibn ‘Umar:
‘What did you hear the Messenger
of Alldh & say about Najwa
(private conversation)?’ He said: ‘I
heard him say: “On the Day of
Resurrection the believer will be
brought close to his Lord (the
Mighty and Sublime), until He
places His concealment over him,
then He will make him confess his
sins, and He will say: ‘Do you admit
it?” He will say: ‘Yes, O Lord, I
admit it.” He will say: ‘I concealed
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The Book Of Repentance

them for you in the world and I
forgive you for them today.” Then
he will be given the record of his
good deeds. As for the disbelievers
and the hypocrites, it will be called
out before all of creation: These are
the ones who disbelieved in Allah.””

Chapter 9. The Repentance Of
Ka‘b Ibn Malik And His Two
Companions

[7016] 53 - (2769) It was
narrated that Ibn Shihab said: “Then
the Messenger of Allah # went out
on the campaign of Tabik,
heading towards the Byzantines
and the Arab-Christians of Ash-
Sham.”

Ibn Shihab said: “And ‘Abdur-
Rahman bin ‘Abdullah bin Ka‘b
bin Malik narrated, that ‘Abdullah
bin Ka‘b - who was the one
among his children who became
Ka‘b’s guide when he became
blind - said: ‘T heard Ka‘b bin
Malik narrate the story of him
staying behind when the
Messenger of Alldh # went out
on the campaign to Tablk. Ka‘b
bin Malik said: “I did not stay
behind from any campaign that
the Messenger of Allah £ went
out on, except the campaign of
Tabuk. I also stayed behind from
the campaign of Badr, but the
Messenger of Allah did not
admonish anyone who stayed
behind from it. Rather the
Messenger of Alldh £ and the
Muslims went out seeking the
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The Book Of Repentance

caravan of the Quraish, but Allah
brought them and their enemy
face-to-face without there being
any intention of fighting. I was
present with the Messenger of
Allah £ on the night of Al-
‘Agabah, when we swore our
allegiance to Islam. That was not
dearer to me than being present
at Badr, although (the battle of)
Badr was more famous among
the people. When I stayed behind
from going on the campaign to
Tablik with the Messenger of
Alldh &, T was never stronger or
better off than when I stayed
behind from that campaign. By
Alldh, T had never had two
mounts at the same time I had
two mounts at the time of that
campaign. The Messenger of
Allah £ waged this campaign at
a time of intense heat, and was
undertaking a long journey in a
waterless land, and aiming to
confront an enemy greater in
numbers. He made the situation
clear to the Muslims so that they
could fully prepare themselves
for their campaign. He told them
the direction in which he wanted
to go. The Muslims who were
with the Messenger of Alldh
were many, and there was no
proper written record of them.”

Ka‘b said: “Few men wanted to stay
behind, and they thought that they
could easily conceal themselves, so
long as no Revelation came down
from Alldh, Glorified and Exalted is
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The Book Of Repentance

He, concerning them. The
Messenger of Allah £ went out on
that campaign when the fruits
were ripe and the shade was very
attractive, and I had a fondness for
those fruits. The Messenger of
Alldh £ made preparations, as
did the Muslims with him. I would
set out in the morning to make my
preparations along with them,
then I would come back and did
not do anything. I said to myself: ‘I
can do that when I want to.” I kept
on delaying that until the people
were about to depart. The
Messenger of Allah #¢ set out one
morning and the Muslims set out
with him, but I had not made any
preparations. Then I went out and
came back, and I did not do
anything. I continued to do that
until they had covered some
distance, and I thought of riding
and catching up with them. Would
that I had done that, but that was
not decreed for me.

“When 1 went out among the
people, after the departure of the
Messenger of Alldh #, I would
feel shocked and upset to see that
there was no one else of my calibre,
except a man who was accused of
being a hypocrite or a man who had
been excused because of physical
weakness. The Messenger of Allah
#¢ did not remember me until he
reached Tabuk, then he said, while
he was sitting among the people in
Tabik: ‘What happened to Ka‘b
bin Malik?”” A man from Bani
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The Book Of Repentance

Salamah said: ‘O Messenger of
Allah, his cloak and self admiration
have detained him.” Mu‘ddh bin
Jabal said to him: “‘What a bad thing
you have said! By Allah, O
Messenger of Allah, we know
nothing but good about him.” The
Messenger of Alldh # remained
silent and while he was like that,
he saw a man dressed in white,
shimmering like a mirage. The
Messenger of Alldh # said: ‘Re
Abil Khaithamah’ and it was Abfi
Khaithamah Al-Ansari, who was
the one who gave a Sa‘ in charity
and was mocked by the hypocrites.”
Ka‘b bin Malik said: “When I
heard that the Messenger of
Alldh #& was on his way back
from Tabidk, I became very
worried and I began to think of
telling a lie, but then I said: ‘How
will I save myself from His wrath
tomorrow?’ 1 sought the advice
of every wise man among my
people. When I was told that the
arrival of the Messenger of Alldh
# was imminent, all false ideas
left me, and I knew that nothing
could save me from his wrath, so
I decided to tell him the truth.
The Messenger of Alldh g
arrived in the morning, and
whenever he returned from a
journey, he would start by going
to the Masjid and praying two
Rak‘ah there, then he would sit
to talk to the people. When he
had done that, those who had
stayed behind came to him and
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The Book Of Repentance

started offering their excuses and
swearing oaths to him.

“There were eighty-odd men, and
the Messenger of Allah &
accepted their excuses as they
appeared to be, and he accepted
their oaths of allegiance and
prayed for forgiveness for them,
and he left their inward intentions
to Allah. Then I came, and when I
greeted him with Salam, he smiled
in the manner of one who is angry.
Then he said: ‘Come here.” So I
came and sat before him, and he
said to me: ‘What kept you
behind? Did you not buy a
mount?’ I said: ‘O Messenger of
Allah, by Allah, if T sat before
anyone in this world other than
you, I would have saved myself
from his anger with an excuse, for I
have been given the ability to
argue, but by Allah, I know that if I
were to tell you a lie today that you
accepted, soon Allah would make
you angry with me, but if I tell you
the truth today, you will be
annoyed with me, yet I hope that
Allah will cause it to end well. By
Allah, T had no excuse. By Allah, I
was never stronger or more well-
off than when I stayed behind and
did not accompany you.” The
Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘As
for this one, he has spoken the
truth. Get up and leave until Allah
decides concerning you.’

“So I left, and some men of
Banil Salamah came rushing after
me and said to me: ‘By Allah, we
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The Book Of Repentance

never knew you to commit any sin
before this, but you were unable to
offer any excuse to the Messenger
of Alldh # as the others who
stayed behind did. It would have
been sufficient for your sin if the
Messenger of Allah 2 had
prayed for forgiveness for you.’
“By Allah, they kept rebuking me
until T wanted to go back to the
Messenger of Allah & and
contradict myself. Then I said to
them: ‘Is there anyone else in the
same position as me?’ They said:
‘Yes, there are two men in the same
position as you; they said something
like what you said, and they were
told something like what you were
told.’ I said: “‘Who are they?” They
said: ‘Murarah bin Rabi‘ah Al-
‘Amiri and Hilal bin Umayyah Al-
Wagifi.” They mentioned to me two
righteous men who had been
present at (the battle of) Badr, and
there was an example for me in
them. So I went away when they
mentioned them to me.

“The Messenger of Allah %
forbade the Muslims to speak to
the three of us among those who
had stayed behind. So the people
shunned us, or their attitude
towards us changed, until it
seemed to me that the land itself
had turned hostile towards me,
and it was no longer the land that
I knew. We stayed like that for
fifty nights. As for my two
companions, they stayed in their
houses weeping, but I was the
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The Book Of Repentance

youngest and strongest of them. I
would go out and attend the
prayer, and go around in the
marketplaces, and no one would
speak to me. I would go to the
Messenger of Allah £ and greet
him with Saldm, when he was
sitting with the people after
prayer, and I would say to myself:
‘Did his lips move in response or
not?’ Then I would pray standing
close to him, stealing glances at
him. When I focused on my
prayer, he would look at me, then
when I looked at him he would
turn away. Then when this harsh
treatment of the Muslims had
gone on for too long, I went and
climbed the wall of the garden of
Abl Qatadah, who was my
paternal cousin and the dearest
of people to me, and I greeted
him with Saldm but by Alldh, he
did not return the greeting. I said
to him: ‘O Aba Qatadah, I adjure
you by Allah, do you know that I
love Alldh and His Messenger?’
He remained silent, so I adjured
him again, and he remained silent.
Then I adjured him again and he
said: ‘Allah and His Messenger
know best.” My eyes filled with
tears, and I turned away and
climbed back over the wall.

“While 1 was walking in the
marketplace of Al-Madinah, I
saw a farmer from Ash-Shim,
one of those who had brought
foodstuff to sell in Al-Madinah.
He was saying: ‘Who will show
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The Book Of Repentance

me where Ka‘b bin Malik is?’
The people started to point me
out to him, and he came to me
and gave me a letter from the
king of Ghassan. I was literate, so
I read it and it said:

““We have heard that your
companion is treating you cruelly,
and you do not have to stay in a
place where you are humiliated
and have no rights. Come to us
and we will support you.” When I
read it, I said: “This is also part of
the test, and went to the oven
and threw it in. Then when forty
of the fifty days had passed, and
no Revelation had come, the
envoy of the Messenger of Alldh
# came to me and said: ‘The
Messenger of Alldh £ has
ordered you to keep away from
your wife.” I said: ‘Should I
divorce her, or what should I
do? He said: ‘No, just keep away
from her, and do not come near
her” And he sent word to my two
companions with similar orders. I
said to my wife: ‘Go to your
family and stay with them until
Allah decides concerning this
matter.” The wife of Hilal bin
Umayyah came to the Messenger
of Alldh #£ and said to him: ‘O
Messenger of Alldh, Hilal bin
Umayyah is an old man who has
no servant and no one to take
care of him. Do you object if I
serve him?” He said: ‘No, but he
should not come near you.” She
said: ‘By Alldh, he has no such
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The Book Of Repentance

desire; he has not stopped weeping
from the moment this happened
until today.’

“Some of my family said to me:
‘Why don’t you ask the Messenger of
Allah £ for permission concerning
your wife, for he has given the wife
of Hilal bin Umayyah permission
to serve him.” I said: ‘I will not ask
the Messenger of Allah & for
permission concerning her, for
how can I know what the
Messenger of Allah £ will say if 1
ask him for permission concerning
her, when I am a young man?’ 1
stayed like that for ten days, which
completed fifty days from the time
when it had become forbidden to
speak to us. Then I prayed Fajr on
the morning of the fiftieth day, on
the roof of one of our houses.
While I was sitting in the manner
that Allah, Glorified and Exalted
is He, described us, my own self
was straitened for me and the
earth, vast as it is, was straitened
for me,[” I heard the voice of
someone shouting from the top of
Mount Sal‘, saying at the top of his
voice: ‘O Ka‘b bin Milik, be of
good cheer!” I fell down in
prostration, for I knew that a way
out had come.

“The Messenger of Allah £ had
announced to the people that Alldh
had accepted our repentance when
he prayed Fajr, and the people
started to give us the glad tidings.

U1 See Atr-Tawbah 9:118.
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The Book Of Repentance

They went to my two companions to
tell them the glad tidings, and one
man came to me galloping on his
horse, and a man from Aslam came
rushing to me, and he stood on top
of the mountain and shouted. The
man’s voice was swifter than the
horse. When the one whose voice I
had heard giving me the glad tidings
came to me, I took off my cloak and
gave it to him in return for his good
news. By Allah, I did not have any
other garment at that time, and I
had to borrow two garments and
put them on. I set out to go to
the Messenger of Alldh £, and I
was met by the people, group
after group, congratulating me
for my repentance and saying:
‘Congratulations for Alldh’s
acceptance of your repentance.’
Then I entered the Masjid and saw
the Messenger of Alldh & sitting
there with the people around him
Talhah bin ‘Ubaidullah got up and
ran towards me to shake my hand
and congratulate me, but by Allah,
no man among the Muhdjirin got
up except him.”

(The sub narrator said:) Ka‘b
never forgot that (gesture) of
Talhah’s.

Ka'b said: “When I greeted the
Messenger of Alldh & with
Salam, he said, with his face
shining with joy: ‘Be of good
cheer, for this is the best day you
have ever had since the day your
mother gave birth to you.” T said:
‘Is it from you, O Messenger of
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The Book Of Repentance

Allah, or from Allah?’ He said:
‘No, it is from Allah.” When the
Messenger of Allah £ was
happy, his face would shine, as if
it were a piece of the moon, and
we would recognize that.

“When I sat before him, I said:
‘O Messenger of Allah, as part of
my repentance, 1 will give up my
wealth as charity to Alldh and
His  Messenger .  The
Messenger of Alldh £ said:
‘Keep some of (the booty of)
your wealth; that is better for
you.” I said: ‘I will keep my share
of Khaibar.’ Then I said: ‘O
Messenger of Allah, Allah saved
me because I spoke the truth. As
part of my repentance I shall
speak nothing but the truth so
long as I live.” By Allah, I do not
know of anyone among the
Muslims whom Allah put to a
more severe test because of
telling the truth, from the time I
said that to the Messenger of
Allah # until today. By Allah, I
have not told a lie from the time
I said that to the Messenger of
Allah & until today, and I hope
that Allah will protect me for the
rest of my life.”

“And Allah revealed the words:
‘Alldh has forgiven the Prophet,
the Muhajiriin and the Ansar who
followed him (Muhammad ) in
the time of distress (Tabilk
expedition)’... Until he reached:
‘Certainly, He is unto them full of
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The Book Of Repentance

kindness, Most Merciful. And (He
did forgive also) the three who did
not join (the Tabik expedition)
till, for them the earth, vast as it is,
was straitened and their ownselves
were straitened to them, and they
perceived that there is no fleeing
from Allah, and no refuge but with
Him. Then, He forgave them
(accepted their repentance), that
they might beg for His Pardon
(repent to Him). Verily, Allah is
the One Who forgives and accepts
repentance, Most Merciful.”

[until he reached]:

“O you who believe! Be afraid
of Allah, and be with those who
are true (in words and deeds)”!"]

Ka‘b said; “By Allah, Alldh did
not bestow any blessing upon me,
after He guided me to Islam, that
was greater in my view than the
fact that I told the truth to the
Messenger of Allah &, and I did
not lie and end up doomed as
happened to those who lied, when
there came Revelation in which
Allah addressed those who had
lied, and spoke the harshest words
ever spoken to anyone. Allah said:
“They will swear by Allah to you
(Muslims) when you return to
them, that you may turn away from
them. So turn away from them.
Surely, they are Rijsun [i.e.
Najasun (impure) because of their
evil deeds], and Hell is their

0 Ar-Tawbah 9:117-119.
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The Book Of Repentance

dwelling place — a recompense for
that which they used to earn. They
(the hypocrites) swear to you
(Muslims) that you may be pleased
with them, but if you are pleased
with them, certainly Allah is not
pleased with the people who are
Al-Fasigiin.”!"

Ka‘b said: “Our case was deferred,
the theree of us, unlike the case of
those whose apology the Messenger
of Allah # accepted when they
swore to him, and he accepted their
oath of allegiance and prayed for
forgiveness for them. The Messenger
of Allah # deferred our case until
Allah decided concerning it. Hence
Allah said: “And (He did forgive
also) the three who...” What Allah
says here does not refer to our
staying behind from the campaign,
rather it refers to His delaying the
decision concerning us, unlike those
who swore an oath (to the Prophet
#) and apologized to him, from
whom he accepted that.”

[7017] (...) A similar report was
narrated from Az-Zuhri.

[7018] 54 - (...) ‘Abdullah bin
Ka‘b bin Mailik, who acted as
Ka‘b’s guide when he became
blind, said: “I heard Ka‘b bin
Malik telling his story about
when he stayed behind from

M 4¢-Tawbah 9:95, 96.
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The Book Of Repentance

going on the campaign to Tabik
with the Messenger of Allah #g...”
and he quoted the Hadith (as no.
7016) and added: “When the
Messenger of Allah #£ wanted to
go out on a campaign, he would
hint at a destination other than his
real goal, except in the case of this
campaign.”

In the Hadith of Az-Zuhri’s
nephew, it does not mention Abu
Khaithamah and his catching up
with the Prophet .

[7019] 55 - (...) ‘Abdur-Rahman
bin ‘Abdulldh bin Ka‘b bin Milik
narrated that his paternal uncle,
‘Ubaidullah bin Ka‘b, who was
Ka‘b’s guide when he lost his
sight, and who was the most
knowledgeable of his people
about the Ahadith of the
Companions of the Messenger of
Allah 2, said: “I heard my father
Ka‘b bin Malik, who was one of
the three whose repentance was
accepted, say that he did not stay
behind from accompanying the
Messenger of Alldh £ on any
campaign that he went on, except
for two campaigns...” and he
quoted the Hadith and said: “The
Messenger of Allah # set out on
the campaign with many people,
more than ten thousand, and
there was no record of their
names.”
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The Book Of Repentance

Chapter 10. Al-Ifk (The
Slander) And The Acceptance
Of The Slanderer’s Repentance

[7020] 56 - (2770) It was
narrated from Az-Zuhri: “Sa‘eed bin
Al-Musayyab, ‘Urwah bin Az-Zubair,
‘Alqamah bin Waqqéas and
‘Ubaidullah bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Utbah
bin Mas‘Gd narrated the Hadith of
‘Aishah, the wife of the Prophet i,
when the people of the slander
said what they said about her, then
Allah declared her innocent of
what they said. Each of them told
me part of her story, and some of
them had better memories than
others and reported more details.
I tried to memorize what each of
them told me of the story, and
their reports confirmed one
another. They said that ‘Aishah,
the wife of the Prophet & said:
‘When the Messenger of Allah &
wanted to go out on a journey, he
would cast lots between his wives
and the one whose name was
drawn, the Messenger of Alldh &
would take her with him.’

“Aishah said: ‘He (i) cast lots
between us for a campaign he was
going on, and my name was drawn,
so I went out with the Messenger
of Allah #&. This was after the
command of Hijab had been
revealed, so I would be lifted up in
my Howdah, and 1 would be set
down in it. That was the case
throughout the journey, until the
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The Book Of Repentance

Messenger of Allah #¢ had
finished his campaign, then we
headed back.

“‘When we were close to Al-
Madinah, he gave the command to
move on one night. When he gave
the command to move on, I got up
and walked until I had passed
beyond the army, and when I had
relieved myself I came back to the
camp. I put my hand to my chest
and found that my necklace of Zafar
beads (a kind of Yemeni beads) had
broken and fell off. I went back,
looking for my necklace, and that
distracted me. The men who used to
prepare the camel for me and lift up
my Howdah came and lifted it onto
my camel that I used to ride, and
they thought that I was in it.

““The women at that time were
lean and did not carry much flesh,
as they did not eat much food. The
people did not notice the weight of
the Howdah when they lifted it up,
as I was a young girl. They drove
the camel and set out. I found my
necklace after the army had
moved on, and I came back to
their camp and there was no one to
call and no one to answer. I waited
in the place where I had stayed,
thinking that the people would
notice I was missing and would
come back for me. While I was
sitting in that place, tiredness
overwhelmed me and I fell asleep.
Safwan bin Al-Mu‘attal As-Sulami
Adh-Dhakwani had stopped to rest
towards the end of the night, and he
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The Book Of Repentance

was behind the army, and had set
out at the end of night. In the
morning he reached the place
where I was, and he saw the shape
of a person sleeping. He came to
me, and he recognized me when he
saw me, as he used to see me before
the Hijab was enjoined upon me. I
woke up when I heard his
Istiria‘ah’ when he recognized
me, and I covered my face with my
Jilbab. By Allah, he did not say a
word to me and I did not hear any
word from him apart from his
Istirja‘ah.

“‘He made his camel kneel down
and put his foot on its foreleg (to
keep it steady), then I mounted it,
and he set off, leading me on the
mount, until we came to the army,
which had stopped to rest in the
noonday heat. Then some were
doomed because of my situation,
foremost among whom was
‘Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salil. We
arrived in Al-Madinah, and I fell
sick for a month after we arrived in
Al-Madinah. The people were
spreading what the people of the
slander were saying, and I was not
aware of any of that. What gave
me cause for alarm was that I did
not see the kindness that I usually
saw from the Messenger of Allah
#& when I was sick; rather the
Messenger of Allah £ would just
come and greet me with Saldm,
and say: “How are you?” So that
made me worried, but I was

A 5@ O

AR [
(S L oselinal GhEEg

Lo laiss
Lot foyz S0 8. (G- Z.,z s% s
- E

e b ey FOT i

o3
P °

cas =200

L6 (@i Ly
oA Cumel e i dd
é,u.é.; c§}:.§E.H g;u gj? :ﬁ{ef’“ \}J}
¥ R B s e
:A}S é-}” QLSJ ‘@L\d ;s? CJ.LA S
“o L7 i ", ° ~£ S0 o~ 3.0
LA.}.&A cJ}Lu :‘ﬁ\ &\O{:w\:\.:;oﬂ;
Eadll Bl e (2336 (Bl

@ 2

-
P

B I 3 Opdd LBG (5l
P e e A Yl

be SAY G 4o

Sl &8 sl S g 41 2

g Saying: “Verily to Allah we belong and verily unto Him is our return.”



The Book Of Repentance

unaware of the evil, until I went
out after I had begun to recover,
and Umm Mistah went out with
me, to Al-Manasi‘, which is where
we used to relieve ourselves. We
only used to go out at night, and
that was before we had latrines
close to our houses. We were like
the early Arabs in our efforts to
keep clean; we did not like to have
latrines close to our houses.

“‘Umm Mistah and I set out. She
was the daughter of Abi Ruhm
bin Al-Muttalib bin ‘Abd Manaf,
and her mother was the daughter
of Sakhr bin ‘Amir, the maternal
aunt of Abd Bakr As-Siddiq. Her
son was Mistah bin Uthathah bin
‘Abbad bin Al-Muttalib. The
daughter of Abi Ruhm and I set
out for my house when we had
finished our business, and Umm
Mistah stumbled on her apron and
said: “Woe to Mistah!” I said to
her: “What a bad thing you have
said; are you berating a man who
was present at (the battle of)
Badr?” She said: “O you! Have
you not heard what he said?” I
said: “What did he say?” She told
me what the people of the slander
were saying, and my sickness
became worse. When I came back
to my house, the Messenger of
Alldh #£ entered upon me and
greeted me with Salam, then he
said: “How are you?” I said: “Will
you give me permission to go to
my parents?” “‘At that time I
wanted to get confirmation of the
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The Book Of Repentance

news from them. The Messenger
of Allah £ gave me permission, so
I went to my parents and said to
my mother: ‘O my mother, what
are the people talking about?’ She
said: ‘O my daughter, do not
worry, for by Allah there was never

a good looking woman who was
loved by her husband and she had
co-wives, but they tried to find
fault with her.’ I said: ‘Subhan
Alldh, are the people talking about
that?” 1 wept that night until
morning came, and my tears never
stopped, and I did not get a wink
of sleep. When morning came I
was still weeping. The Messenger
of Alldh ¢ called ‘Ali bin Abi
Télib and Usamah bin Zaid, when
the Revelation was delayed, and
asked their advice about leaving
his wife.

“‘As for Usamah bin Zaid, he
told the Messenger of Allah &
what he knew about his wife’s
innocence, and what he knew of
his (the Prophet’s) love for her. He
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, she is
your wife, and we know nothing
but good about her.” As for ‘Ali bin
Abi Tilib, he said: ‘Alldh has not
imposed any restrictions on you,
and there are many other women
besides her. If you ask the slave
woman she will tell you the truth.’
The Messenger of Allah ¥ called
Barirah and said: ‘O Barirah, have
you seen anything to make you
doubt about ‘Aishah?’ Barirah
said to him: ‘By the One Who sent
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The Book Of Repentance

you with the truth, I have never
seen anything objectionable from
her, except that she is a young girl
who falls asleep when making
dough for her family, then the
domestic sheep comes and eats it.’
“‘The Messenger of Allah &
stood on the Minbar and sought
support against ‘Abdulldh bin
Ubayy bin Salil. The Messenger
of Alldh & said when he was on
the Minbar: ‘O Muslims, who will
support me against a man who has
offended me with regard to my
family? By Alldh, I know nothing
but good about my family, and
they have mentioned a man
(Safwan) about whom I know
nothing but good, and he has
never entered upon my family
except with me.” Sa‘d bin Mu‘ddh
Al-Ansari stood up and said: ‘I will
support you against him, O
Messenger of Allah. If he is from
Aws, I will strike his neck, and if he
is from our brothers of Al-Khazraj,
tell us what to do and we will do as
you command.” Sa‘d bin ‘Ubéadah,
who was the chief of Al-Khazraj,
stood up. He was a righteous man
but tribalism overtook him, and he
said to Sa‘d bin Mu‘adh: ‘You are
lying, by Allah. You will not kill him
and you will not be able to kill him.’
Usaid bin Hudair, who was the
cousin of Sa‘d bin Mu‘adh, stood up
and said to Sa‘d bin ‘Ubadah: ‘You
are lying, by Allah. We will certainly
kill him, and you are a hypocrite,
defending the hypocrites.’
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The Book Of Repentance

““They began to argue while the
Messenger of Allah # was
standing on the Minbar, and the
Messenger of Allah & kept trying
to calm them down, until they
finally calmed down and fell silent.
I wept that day, and my tears never
stopped and I did not get a wink of
sleep. Then I wept the following
night, and my tears never stopped
and I did not get a wink of sleep,
and my parents thought that my
weeping would be the end of me.
While they were sitting with me
and 1 was weeping, an Ansari
woman asked permission to come
in and I gave her permission. She
sat down and wept. While we were
like that, the Messenger of Allah
% came in and greeted us with
Saldm, then he sat down. He had
not sat with me since the rumour
began, and for a month, no
Revelation had come to him
concerning me. The Messenger of
Alldh #& recited the Tashah-hud
when he sat down, then he said ‘O
‘Aishah, I have heard such and
such about you. If you are
innocent then Alldh will declare
your innocence, and if you have
committed a sin, then ask Allah to
forgive you, and repent to Him, for
when a person admits his sin and
repents, Alldh will accept his
repentance.” When the Messenger
of Allah & finished what he was
saying, my tears dried up and not
another drop fell. I said to my
father: ‘Answer the Messenger of
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The Book Of Repentance

Allah £ on my behalf.” He said:
‘By Allah, I do not know what I
should say to the Messenger of
Allah #&. 1 said to my mother:
‘Answer the Messenger of Allah
# on my behalf.” She said: ‘By
Allah, I do not know what I should
say to the Messenger of Allah .’
I was a young girl who did not
know much of the Qur’an, but I
said: ‘By Allah, I know that you
(all) have been listening to this
(rumour) until it settled in your
minds and you believed it. If I say
to you that I am innocent, and
Allah knows that I am innocent,
you will not believe me, but if I
admit something to you, and Allah
knows that I am innocent, you will
believe me. By Allah, I can find no
likeness for me and you except
that which the father of Ydasuf
said: ‘So (for me) patience is most
fitting. And it is Allah (Alone)
Whose Help can be sought against
that (lie) which you describe.’!"]

““Then I turned away and lay
down on my bed. By Allah, at that
time I knew I was innocent, and
that Allah would prove my
innocence, but by Allah, I did not
think that He would reveal
Revelation concerning me that
would be recited. I did not think
that I was so important that Allah,
Glorified and Exalted is He, would
speak of me in words that would
be recited. Rather I hoped that the

01 yisuf 12:18.
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The Book Of Repentance

Messenger of Allah # would be
shown something in a dream
through which Allah would prove
that I was innocent. By Allah, the
Messenger of Allah ¢ did not
move from where he was sitting,
and no one in the house left before
Allah sent Revelation to His
Prophet #&, and he was overcome
by the burden that overcame him
when he received Revelation,
when he perspired with drops of
sweat like pearls on a winter day
because of the weight of the words
that were being revealed to him.

“‘When it was over, the Messenger
of Allah #& smiled and the first
thing he said was: ‘Be of good cheer,
O ‘Aishah, for Allah has declared
you innocent.” My mother said to
me: ‘Get up and go to him.’ I said:
‘By Allah, I will not get up and go to
him, and I will not praise anyone but
Allah, for He is the One Who has
revealed that I am innocent.” Allah
revealed the words; ‘Verily, those
who brought forth the slander are a
group among you. Consider it not a
bad thm% for you. Nay, it is good for
you...’,l'1 ten Verses. Allah
revealed these Verses declaring that
I'was innocent.

“‘Abll Bakr, who used to spend
on Mistah, because he was a
relative of his and was poor, said:
‘By Allah, I will never spend
anything on him again after what
he said about ‘Aishah.” Then

01 4n-Nir 24:11.
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The Book Of Repentance

Allah revealed the words: ‘And
let not those among you who are
blessed with graces and wealth
swear not to give (any sort of
help) to their kinsmen, Al-Masakin
(the needy), and those who left
their homes for Allah’s Cause. Let
them pardon and forgive. Do you
not love that Allah should forgive
you?...””l!]

Hibban bin Miisa said: “ ‘Abdullah
bin Al-Mubarak said: ‘This is the
Verse in the Book of Allah which
gives the most hope.””

‘Abll Bakr said: “By Allah, 1
love that Allah should forgive
me,” so he continued to spend on
Mistah as he used to, and said: “1
will never stop it.””

‘Aishah said: “The Messenger of
Allah & asked Zainab bint Jahsh
about me: “What do you know?”
Or: “What do you think?” She said:
“O Messenger of Allah, by Allah I
have never heard or seen, and by
Allah, T do not know, anything but
good.”

‘Aishah said: “She was the one
among the wives of the Messenger
of Allah £ who used to compete
with me, but Allah protected her
by means of her piety, but her
sister Hamnah bint Jahsh opposed
her, and was one of those who
were doomed.”

Az-Zuhri said: “This is what we
have heard about this group.”

U 4n-Nir 24:22.
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The Book Of Repentance

[7021] 57 - (..) A Hadith like
that of Ydnus and Ma‘mar (no.
7020) was narrated from Az-Zuhri
with their chain of narrators.

In the Hadith of Sélih it adds:
“‘Urwah said: ‘‘Aishah did not
like Hassdn to be reviled in her
presence, and she said: “He said:
‘My father, my mother and my
honor are all to defend the honour
of Muhammad against you.””

He also added: “‘Urwah said:
“‘Aishah said: “By Allah, the man
against whom the allegation was
made said: ‘Subhan-Allah, by the
One in Whose Hand is my soul, I
never unveiled any woman.” Then
after that he was killed as a
martyr in the cause of Alldh.”
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The Book Of Repentance

[7022]A58 - (...) It was narrated
th~. "Aishah said: “When the
rumours spread about me, I did
not know about it. The Messenger
of Allah #z stood up to deliver a
Khutbah. He recited the Tashah-
hud and he praised Alldh as He
deserves to be praised, then he
said: ‘Advise me with regard to
some people who have made false
charges against my wife, for by
Allah I do not know anything bad
about my wife at all. And they have
made false charges concerning a
man about whom, by Allah, I do not
know anything bad at all, and who
never entered my house except
when [ was present, and [ was never
absent on a journey but he was
absent with me...” And he quoted
the Hadith, in which it says: “The
Messenger of Allah #2 entered my
house and asked my slave woman,
and she said: ‘By Alldh, I do not
know of any fault in her except
that she falls asleep and the sheep
comes in and eats her dough - or
her yeast’”” — Hisham was not sure.
“Some of his Companions scolded
her and said: ‘Tell the Messenger
of Alldh i the truth,” and they
referred bluntly to this matter. She
said: ‘Subhan-Allah, by Allah I do
not know anything about her but
what the goldsmith knows about a
piece of pure gold.””

“News of that reached the man
concerning whom these things
were being said, and he said:
‘Subhan-Allah, by Allah I have
never unveiled any woman.””
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The Book Of Repentance

‘Aishah said: “He was killed as a
martyr in the cause of Allah,
Glorified and Exalted is He.”

It is also narrated that those who
spoke of it were Mistah, Hamnah
and Hassan. As for the hypocrite
‘Abdullah bin Ubayy, he is the one
who collected false rumours and
spread them further. And he is the
one who took the lead in that,
along with Hamnah.

Chapter 11. Exoneration Of
The Prophet’s Concubine

[7023] 59 - (2771) It was
narrated from Anas that a man
was accused of misbehaving with
the concubine of the Messenger
of Alldh #z who had borne him a
child. The Messenger of Allah
said to ‘Ali: “Go and strike his
neck.” ‘Ali came to him and found
him in a well, cooling himself off.
‘Ali said to him: “Come out,” and
he took him by the hand and
brought him out. Then he saw that
he was mutilated and did not have
a penis, so he refrained from killing
him. Then he came to the Prophet
and said: “O Messenger of Alldh,
he is mutilated, he does not have a
penis.”
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